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Secretary Gorbea Reminds Rhode Islanders of January 31 Voter Registration Deadline for 
Special Election 

  
PROVIDENCE, RI – Secretary of State Nellie M. Gorbea is reminding Rhode Islanders that they have until 
Sunday, January 31, to register to vote or update their voter information for the state’s special referenda 
election on March 2. Rhode Islanders can check their voter registration status by using the Department of 
State’s Voter Information Center.  
  
Eligible residents can register to vote or update their voter information at vote.ri.gov, or by submitting a voter 
registration form to their local board of canvassers by January 31. Secure elections drop boxes located in every 
community can also be used to return voter registration forms. Use Secretary Gorbea’s Drop Box Finder to 
locate the one nearest you. 
  
“The bond questions on the March 2 ballot represent nearly half a billion dollars in investment for issues 
important to Rhode Islanders – things like education, housing, childcare, the environment, and roads and 
bridges,” said Secretary Gorbea. “If you want a say in how the state allocates this money, the first step is to 
make sure you’re registered to vote and that your registration is up to date.” 
  
The seven referenda questions for the March 2 special election involve authorizing the state to borrow money 
through bonds and temporary notes to make capital investments in several different areas. Voters can learn 
more about each bond question using Secretary Gorbea’s Voter Information Handbook. The Handbook will 
also be mailed to all voters in early February. 
  
As in last November’s general election, voters will have three options to cast their ballot in the special 
election. Voters may choose to cast their ballot by mail, early in-person up to 20 days before the election, or at 
the polls on Election Day.  
  
To ensure that every eligible Rhode Islander has the option of voting safely from home during the pandemic, 
Secretary Gorbea sent mail ballot applications to all active voters last week. The deadline to submit a mail 
ballot application is February 9 at 4 p.m. 
  
Rhode Island voters who have difficulty reading or marking their ballot may still vote from home with an 
accessible mail ballot by checking the appropriate box on their mail ballot application. All polling places will 
also be equipped with accessible voting equipment. 
  
Under Rhode Island law, voters must apply for a mail ballot in each election where they wish to vote from 
home. This means if you voted by mail in the November general election, you still need to fill out and submit a 
mail ballot application by February 9 if you wish to vote from home in the special election.  
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